
November 7, 2000

The Federal Communications Commission

445   12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC   20554

I wish to express my gratitude to the Commissioners of the Federal Communications Commission for your recent vote in support of requiring the networks to begin providing “DVS-Descriptive Video Service” to the blind and visually impaired.  I am sighted, but my husband was legally blind and my daughter is legally blind also, but all of us appreciated the service of having descriptive video in movies and feel that it would greatly enhance viewing by the “listening” audience just as closed captions have aided the hearing-impaired.  We are looking forward to the day in April, 2002 when we can turn on our televisions and watch and use the video descriptions on programs in our area.  We feel that more, not less, programming should have this descriptive service added as a service to the visually impaired.

I have heard recently that petitions for reconsideration are being submitted by television, cable and the motion picture industry associations to repeal this service.  I strongly urge you to not reconsider your previous vote, but stand firm and move forward in making this industry available and “accessible” to all. When I first became aware of the descriptive video service, I too thought it might interfere with the audio portions of the movies, etc., but was I wrong!  It is a wonderful service, even for those of us who can see!  I enjoyed watching these movies and also knowing my husband and daughter could get full comprehension of what was going on because it was being described to them as well.

Please add my letter and comments in opposition to the petitioners for reconsideration of the reported order on video description, Docket # 99-339.  Please move forward and provide this wonderful service to the hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of visually impaired, blind and seniors in this country who would benefit from it.

Sincerely,

Lorraine DeRose Demchak

723 Delaware Street

Detroit, MI 48202

ldemchak@med.wayne.edu
/ldd

cc:
FCC Disability Rights Office, access@fcc.gov
American Council of the Blind (national office), info@acb.org

