
                                                                                                                   Mrs. Kathleen L. Maroney

                                                                     1351 S. Edinburgh Dr.

                                                                      Loveland, CO 80537

                                                                      November 3, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Salas:

As the wife of a person who is totally blind and the sister of two who have low-vision, I would like to let you know how important it is to me that you do not reverse your decision mandating video description for television programming for people with visual impairments. I really appreciate the fact that you ruled to require television networks to provide video descriptions.  Please don’t allow the television, cable, and motion picture industry to change your opinion.  If your decision was right it the first place, it still is. 

 
Closed captioning is available for people with hearing impairments, and I’m sure that you realize that people with visual disabilities need video descriptions just as much.  I try my best to describe what is happening during television shows and movies, but during fast or technical scenes, this is an almost impossible task.  My husband is very appreciative of what I am able to do, but he knows that he is missing some things that descriptive video could provide.  This saddens me. 

A survey showed that blindness was the disability that people feared the most.  Shouldn’t we do our best to provide any consideration and help for people with visual disabilities?  Blindness is a very difficult condition to experience, and descriptive video is a positive thing that could provide so much benefit and joy to people with visual disabilities.   

I am submitting these comments in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported order on video description. Please consider this an official filing for Docket No. 99-339. I am imploring you to vote not only with your mind but with your heart.  Please don’t be persuaded to do something that you know is not right by reversing your decision.  Thank you so much.

                                                                     Sincerely,

                                                                     Kathleen L. Maroney  


