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DEAF PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY HAVE HAD A TROUBLED MISUNDERSTOOD AND OVERLOOKED HISTORY LARGELY CONTROLLED BY HEARING PEOPLE WHO TOLD THEM WHAT AND HOW TO LEARN HOW TO COMMUNICATE WHAT JOBS TO EXPECT HOW TO RAISE THEIR CHILDREN AND EVEN WHO TO MARRY DEAF PEOPLE FOR MANY YEARS ACCEPTED THE LABELS THEY WERE GIVEN OF IMPAIRED OR HANDICAPPED MANY DEAF PEOPLE WERE PUT INTO INSTITUTIONS AFTER THEY WERE DIAGNOSED AS MENTALLY RETARDED SOME ARE STILL THERE OTHERS WERE ISOLATED IN THEIR HOUSES AND NEVER TAUGHT TO COMMUNICATE AGAIN SOME ARE STILL THERE BUT DEAF PEOPLE ARE NOT PUTTING UP WITH THESE INJUSTICES ANY MORE THEY ARE NO LONGER LETTING THEMSELVES BE LABELED AND THEY ARE NOT LETTING HEARING FOLKS TELL THEM HOW TO LIVE THE DEAF REVOLUTION STARTED QUIETLY THEN ERUPTED IN 1988 AT A UNIVERSITY IN WASHINGTON DC IT CONTINUES TODAY DEAF PEOPLE ARE DEMANDING FAIR TREATMENT THEY ARE DEMANDING TO BE RECOGNIZED AS A MINORITIY NOT A GROUP OF HANDICAPPED PEOPLE THEY ARE DEMANDING RESPECT AND DIGNITY THEY ARE ALSO DEMANDING THAT THEIR LANGUAGE BE RECOGNIZED AS COMPLETE AND LEGITIMATE FOR YEARS THIS LANGUAGE OF DEAF PEOPLE WAS RIDICULED AND EVEN FORBIDDEN CHILDREN WHO DARED TO USE IT IN SCHOOL HAD THEIR HANDS SLAPPED AND WERE TOLD THEY WERE STUPID
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