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ACT NO. 660 
H.B.No. 1860 
PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES--ACCESS BY HEARING OR SPEECH IMPAIRED 
PERSONS--STATEWIDE PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY LOUISIANA COMMISSION FOR THE DEAF; 
FUNDING BY TAX ON ACCESS LINES OF LOCAL OPERATING COMPANIES 
AN ACT to enact R.S. 46:2352(10) and R.S. 47:1020, relative to providing two way access to public telecommunications services by persons who are hearing or speech impaired, to provide for the powers of the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf, to establish and administer a statewide program to provide access to telecommunications services by deaf and other persons; to levy a tax on telephone access lines of local exchange companies operating in Louisiana; to create a dual party relay system to enable deaf persons to contact hearing persons and vice versa; to provide for the uses of the proceeds of the tax; to provide for the collection and remittance of the tax; and to provide for related matters. 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana: 
LA R.S. 46:2352 
Section 1. R.S. 46:2352(10) is hereby enacted to read as follows: 
§ 2352. Duties 
The commission shall: 
UNAFFECTED MATERIAL IS NOT DISPLAYED. 
(10)(a) Establish, administer, and promote a statewide program to provide access to all public telecommunications services by persons who are deaf, deaf/blind, and others such as severely hearing impaired or severely speech impaired. This program shall include but is not limited to: 
(i) The purchase and distribution of telecommunications devices and related devices for the persons listed above; and 
(ii) The creation of a dual party relay system to function as a communications bridge between members of the deaf and hearing citizenry. 
(b) The commission shall promulgate, pursuant to R.S. 49:950, et seq., such procedures, regulations, rules, and criteria and may also take other action necessary to implement and administer this program where not otherwise prohibited by law. 
LA R.S. 47:1020 
Section 2. R.S. 47:1020 is hereby enacted to read as follows: 
§ 1020. Telecommunication tax for the deaf 
A. There is hereby levied a tax of five cents per month on each residence and business customer telephone access line of the local exchange companies operating in Louisiana. The tax shall be collected from each residence and business customer and remitted by each such company on or before thirty days after the close of each calendar quarter to the secretary of the Department of Revenue and Taxation on forms prescribed by the secretary. The local exchange companies collecting and remitting such tax as hereinabove provided shall be allowed a deduction, not to exceed two percent, from the amount so collected and remitted to the secretary as compensation for such collection. The compensation shall not be allowed, however, if the remittance is not made timely. The tax so collected and remitted by the local exchange companies shall not be subject to any tax, fee, or assessment, nor shall it be considered revenue of the local exchange companies. The revenues so collected shall be remitted by the secretary to the treasurer and the treasurer shall credit the full amount of such taxes to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund. After a sufficient amount is allocated from that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become due and payable within any fiscal year, the treasurer shall pay the remainder of such funds into a special fund which is hereby created within the state treasury and designated as the Telecommunications for the Deaf Fund. 
B. The monies in the Telecommunications for the Deaf Fund shall be used solely to establish, administer and promote a statewide program to provide access to all public telecommunications services as provided in R.S. 46:2352(10) to persons who are deaf, deaf/blind or other who are similarly handicapped, in the amounts appropriated each year by the legislature to the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf. Any surplus monies remaining to the credit of the fund on June 30 of each year and any funds earned through the investment of the monies in the fund shall remain to the credit of the fund. 
Section 3. The provisions of this Act shall become effective on September 1, 1988. 
Approved July 15, 1988. 
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