
METHOD OF FUNDING:

NEBRASKA TELECOMMUNICATIONS RELAY SERVICE
Nebraska statutes (a copy of which is included in Tab 1 titled, “Article 13 Telecommunications Relay System”) provides the method of surcharge assessment.  Statute 86-1305 (1)(a) requires each telephone company in Nebraska shall collect from each telephone subscriber a surcharge not to exceed twenty cents per month on each telephone access line, including cellular service.  The current surcharge in Nebraska as of calendar year 2002 is six ($.06) cents.  This surcharge is assessed on the first 100 access lines per subscriber.  The statute provides that the level of the surcharge must be adequate to fund both the relay service and the equipment distribution program.

Following this narrative is a four-page exhibit that explains how the method of funding was originally communicated to the carriers and the public.  Additionally, a sample copy of a typical customer’s telephone bill follows this exhibit, reflecting how the surcharge is displayed.  The second page of this telephone bill includes a general information section describing each of the surcharges and purpose for assessment.  

The proceeds of the surcharge from local telephone companies and wireless carriers are remitted to the Public Service Commission monthly no later than thirty days after the end of the month in which they were collected.  Remittance forms as prescribed by the PSC are required with the remittance.  Certain statistical information accompanies the remittance form allowing the PSC to appropriately set the surcharge at a level necessary to fund the statewide telecommunications relay service and the specialized equipment program.

The statute contains a provision to allow the PSC to require audits of telephone companies collecting the surcharge if necessary.


